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revenues of the Island, after defraying the current expenses of Govern-
ment, shall be inadequate.
(3) That the Government of Cuba consents that the United States
may exercise the right to intervene for the preservation of Cuban in-
dependence, the maintenance of a Government adequate for the pro-
tection of life, property and individual liberty, and for discharging the
obligations with respect to Cuba imposed by the Treaty of Paris on the
United States, now to be assumed and undertaken by the Government
of Cuba.
Other clauses of the Platt Amendment provided for the validation
of all acts of the United States during the military occupation, the
maintenance of health services, the omission of the Isle of Pines from
the constitutional boundaries of Cuba,1 and the sale or lease of sites
for naval or coaling stations.2 The amendment was to be embodied
in a treaty cby the way of further assurance5.
The right of intervention claimed in clause 3 was interpreted and
somewhat qualified by the then Secretary of War, Mr. Elihu Root, in
a letter of the 3rd April, 1901, to General Wood, and in subsequent
interviews with a Cuban Commission headed by Dr. Mendez Capote
which went to Washington to discuss the question. In the letter to
General Wood, Mr. Root wrote:
You are authorized to state officially that in the view of the President
the intervention described in the third clause of the Platt Amendment
is not synonymous with intermeddling or interference with the affairs
of the Cuban Government, but the formal action of the Government of
the United States, based upon just and substantial grounds, for the
preservation of Cuban independence, and the maintenance of a Govern-
ment adequate for the protection of life, property and individual
liberty, and adequate for discharging the obligations with respect to
Cuba imposed by the Treaty of Paris on the United States.3
In an interview with the Cuban Commission, Mr. Root was reported4
to have declared that
the United States Government does not wish and is not attempting to
intervene in the Cuban Government. . . . Let the Cubans be firmly con-
vinced that this clause [Article 3 of the Platt Amendment] is aimed
1  For the reHnquishinent by the United States of its claim to the Isle of
Pines see the Survey for 1925, vol. ii, pp. 434-6.
2  Bahia Honda and Guantanamo Bay were leased at a nominal rent for this
purpose, but by a treaty of the 27th December, 1912, the United States ex-
changed its rights at BaMa Honda for increased facilities at Guantanamo.
8 Chapman, op. tit., p. 142.
4 Dr. Me'hdez Capote's Commission reported to the Cuban Constitutional
Convention on the 2nd May, 1901. The text of Mr. Eoot's statement on inter-
vention was published by the Cuban Government, in Spanish, in 1918, and a
translation into English was published by the Foreign Policy Association of
New York in 1929 (see' Cuba and the Platt Amendment' in Information Service,
vol. v, No. 3, 17th April, 1929).